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Welcome Back Jaime Delgado!
By Martf n Anderson & J.M. Vilar
The Union for Puerto Rican Students and a
large group of Northeastern' s faculty and staffjoined
the crowd that celebrated the arrival ofJaimeDelgado,
former program associate for Proyecto Pa 'Lante, on
the day of his release from prison September?, 1990.
Jaime Delgado, was framed and convicted
on charges of plotting the escape from prison of
PuertoRicanP.O.W. Oscarl..6pezRivera. Although
the U.S. government and F.B .I. wanted a sentence of
40 years, they were only able to get a four year
sentence for Delgado, which in itself is a lot considering that all theevidencepresentedbytheF.B.I. was
circumstantial.
Prior to his incarceration, Mr. Delgado was
also the national director of the National Committee

to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners ofWar and Political
Prisoners. The success of this organization in bringing attention in the U.S. and the world of the colonial
situation of Puerto Rico (as well as the existence of
the Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and Political
Prisoners) lead the F.B.I. to fabricate the case of

conspiracy against Jaime. In the same case, Dora
Garcia, one of Jaime's co-defendants was also convicted and jailed. The case also resulted in the
transfer of Oscar Lopez and Kojo Bomani to Marion
prison, the notorious Federal Corrections Institution, which is widely recognized as one of the most
repressive prisons in the world today.
The welcoming celebration for Jaime
Delgado took place at the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center. As he and his family approached the center
hundreds greeted him with a roar of enthusiasm; the
familiar mix of clapping hands, chants, and cheers.
Our national anthem, "La Borinquefia" was sung
with the fervor of a crowd full of the emotion only
the arrival of a true patriot can produce.
A reporter for channel 26 asked Jaime "How
did it feel to be free?" His answer showed the
mixture of proudness and humility, so characteristic
of him. He could not contain the emotion, the
overwhelming feeling of happiness of being in the
midst of many fiiends, family, and "comoaneros..de
\->ee page 2)
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l Que fue el Grito de Lares?
El 23 de septiembre de 1868, un grupo de
patriotas puertoniquefios que habfan estado
conspirando para derrocar al desp6tico regimen
espafiol en la isla decidieron apoderarse del pueblo de
Lares y desde al1f encender el fuego que ellos
esperaban engolfarfa al sistema colonial y la autoridad
espafiola y lo destruirfa. El problema principal que
encararon fue que sus planes fueron descubiertos por
un informante que inmediatamente le relat6 esto a las
autoridades espafiolas. Por lo tanto, el elemento de
sorpresa se habfa perdido. Sin embargo, Ifderes
valientes como Matfas Bruckman, Manuel Rojas,
Mariana Bracetti, Carlos Lacriox y otros decidieron
atacar todos a la misma vez.
Las fuerzas revolucionarias rodearon al pueblo
de Lares y en el 23 de septiembre atacaron a los puntos
fuertes del mismo. Algunas 700 personas de todos los
(Welcome ... Continued from cover)

lucha". But nevertheless, the reality of having spent
three years in prison has made him all the more
conscious of the situation of 18 other Puerto Rican
freedom fighters who are currently held in U.S.
prisons. As long as they remain in custody part of us
remains in prison with them. Until our island nation
is free none of us can truly be free.
Jaime also pointed out the hypocrisy of a
U.S. government who calls "freedom fighters" those
struggling around the world for the independence of
their nations, but refuses to recognize the colonial
status of our island, continues to wage war against
those of us who believe and struggle for independence, and imprisons our valiant heroes who have
dared, full of courage, to fight for our freedom, which
is an absolute right of every nation in the world.
UPRS would like to thank in the name of
Jaime Delgado all of those students, faculty and staff
of northeastern who were present on Friday to greet
him, and all of those who throughout these three
years have supported Jaime in any and every way.
Welcome home Jaime Delgado! To you we

gay:

;Bienvenido Patriota!

colores y clases, hombres y mujeres, duefios de
esclavos y esclavos marcharon a Lares. Estaban
armados con pistolas, machetes, garrotes, y
cualquier cosa que pudiera ser utilizado como una
arma. Tomaron al pueblo por sorpresa y luego de
una corta batalla, la bandera de un Puerto Rico libre
fue izada en medio de los vftores del pueblo, de
,Libertad o Muerte! y ,Viva Puerto Rico Libre!
La independencia de Puerto Rico fue declarada y se
proclam6 la Republica. Hubo un verdadero jubilo
en el corto perfodo de libertad; corto ya que el
ejercito espafiol estaba de camino para aplastar la
'insurrecci6n'. Mientras tanto, los jfbaros
quemaron sus 'libretas' en grandes hogueras.
Mientras el ejercito revolucionario era
derrotado en el pueblo de San Sebastian, el
gobiemo colonial comenzaba a tomar venganza
Miles de personas inocentes juntos a los patriotas
'culpables' fueron perseguidos, encarcelados y
asesinados. Los revolucionarios murieron con
grave valor. Como sefiala la historia, Manuel
Rosado, mejor conocido por "Manolo el Lefiero",
dijo moribundo durante la batalla "jViva la libertad
de Puerto Rico, vine a Lares a pelear y morir, no a
correr!," Y desafi6 al soldado espafiol erguido
frente al el a que disparara; y asf lo hiw. El
soldado probablemente no podfa entender el amor
de Manuel Rosado por la libertad. Ese es el
compromiso maximo, la vida.
Cada afio, en el aniversario del Grito de
Lares, miles de personas de todas partes de la isla
se congregan en este pueblo para conmemorar el
levantamiento.
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Opening Doors at UNI
An Exclusive Inteiview with Javier Nogueras
Javier Nogueras is a founder of the Aspira Hispanic Heritage Club here at Northeastern . Nogueras
has been involved in a series of controversial student struggles here at UNI.

QOS: What has been your involvement in student
life here at Northeastern for the past years?
Nogueras: Basically, I've been active since
high school in struggles for minority empowerment and minority access to education, so when I
came to the university, I came with the awareness
of how the present structure is built and the current
course of structuring educational institutions, UNI
is a perfect example of minorities being denied
access to a university education.
QOS: How long have you been at Northeastern?
Nogueras: I've been at UNI for three years.
QOS: Were you arrested during a student demonstration at
Alumni Hall on March 29, 1990?
Nogueras: No, I wasn't
QOS: What actually happened during that demonstration?
Nogueras: It was a planned demonstration, nothing
was hidden. We went in there ...
QOS: Who went in there?
Nogueras: A group of students, a coalition of
Latinos students from various student organizations here on campus. When the speaker was
concluding his speech we proceeded to go up in
front and say a few words about what we felt was
injust here at Northeastern. Then the student who
was going to speak on our behalf, went up there and
asked for permission to speak and he was allowed
to do so. While our spokesperson was speaking, we
held out a banner which expressed what we felt was
going on at Northeastern. After that, a female
security officer came up and proceededto take
Marcos, our spokesperson, away from the podium,
which he voluntarily did, but at one point she
physically tried to force Marcos by twisting his arm
in back of him When I saw this, I went crazy, and

\

I started screaming, "what is going on in this
university! I don't understand!" I mean were here
talking about- the conference was about the freedom which was developing in Eastern Euroupe.
We 're talking about how students are being able to
demonstrate freely now in East Germany but right
in front of us, here at
UNI, students are being arrested for the sole
purpose of participating in a peaceful demonstration. So what you have is an obvious contradiction.
QOS : So you think it was a contradiction for the
university to repress the demonstration the way
they did?

Next page
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Nogueras interview cont...
Nogueras: Oh yes it was a contradiction:100%
contradiction!
QOS: How many students were involved in that
demonstration?
Nogueras: I would say about 100, between 80 and
100 students.
QOS: What was the purpose of the demonstration?
Nogueras: The purpose of the demonstration was
to, one, inform people of what was going on at
Northeastern of what we perceive as a plan by the
administration to recruit more suburban students at
the cost of urban, inner city recruitment; specifically, at the cost of blacks and hispanics entering
the university. But even more important, we were
going out there to make a statement, to make what
we thought was a clear demand that the doors stay
open at Northeastern, that A CT requirements don't
go up because we feel that this would constitute a
fatal blow to our community; that GPA is not
considered as a requirement for financial aid grants;
that the English Language Program is not put into
a second class standing or as an unimportant program.
We feel that a lot of programs that are crucial
to our community were going to be cut.
QOS: We understand that after the incident of the
29th of March, the university brought charges
against yourself and the spokesperson of your
group as well. Whatexactlywas the administration's
action against the two of you?
Nogueras: I think it was real dumb of the administration to bring charges against us. After all, Marcos
had signed an agreement with the university in
which the university's officials stated he would not
be consequently charged for the incident. Then
they pressed charges against me. I who was only
one of many many other students who were outraged. I didn't really play a major role in that
demonstration. The administration was being selective in charging me.
QOS: They were singleing you out?
Nogueras: I would say it was selective prosecution,

II

yes, and that's exactly what it was. It was obvious
that they were trying to isolate leadership and
intimidate all the students. We had lawyers with us
throughout this process. they could not believe the
way this university conducted themselves with
regards to our situation. They must be trying to
cover something.
QOS: What was the outcome of the hearings?
Nogueras: Marcos' charges were all dropped at the
end because of the signed statement butl was found
guilty on two charges.
QOS: What was your response?
Nogueras: I appealed to the vice-president of student affairs. I told him that according to the
university's laws, a student had the right to choose
what type of hearing to go to. A student can pick
between a panel of peers (students) to consider the
charges or a hearing officer appointed by the
administration. I asked Barbara Cook during a fact
finding conference whether I could discuss this
question with my lawyer. She then said I couldn't.
She said I had to choose right then and there or she
would pick one of the two options for me. However, according to their own bylaws, I had up to
seven days to decide which hearing I wanted. She
said that she could not wait so she picked what type
of hearing right then and there. My lawyer is
witness to this.
I explained all this to Melvin Terrell, the
vice-president, and I appealed the decision on that
basis. Melvin Terrell denied my appeal. He said
she had every right to choose for me. I think that
Barbara Cook and Melvin Terrell are just as guilty
of the decision against me.
QOS: Has the administration given you problems
before or is this the first time you feel you have been
singled out?
Nogueras: Well, I had a problem with my registration that got cancelled. Basically, my financial aid
didn't come in on time and I was notified after it
was too late. I appealed the case through an appeals
Continued on page 11
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In His Own Words - Jaiine Delgado
The following interview is re-printed from the
Northeastern Illinois University PRINT
(Vol.6,No.33 I July 22, 1986)

IN HIS OWN WORDS-JAIME DELGADO
by Teresa Lopez
news director
PRINT:state yuor name please.
Delgado:Jaime Delgado
PRINT: How long have you worked at Northeastern?
Delgado:l've worked at Northeastern since October of 197 6, which means it will be about 10 years.
PRINT: What does your job entail?
Delgado: My job is now called Program Associate:
basically what that is, is that I work for program,
Proyecto Pa'Lante, as a counselor. I advise Latino
students and I also work as a recruiter for the
program, I visit all the High Schools that heve a
significant number of Latino students and give
them the pitch as to why they should go to school
and what are the opportunities that Northeastern
has to offer them as Latino students.
PRINT: What were the circumstances surrounding
your recent arrest?
Delgado: Well, besides surprising... Thursday afternoon Northeastern had the day off. I was working
on my house. I was in the house when my wife told
me there were three FBI agent at the door. I went
, to the door. They said, "Mr. Delgado, we'd like to
talk to you." I noticed that they were pointing guns,
so I said,"you want to talk whith guns in your
hands" and they said, "We are the FBI, could you
just step out here." I asked them if I could get
dressed, I was wearing a cut-off tee shirt, kind of

looked somewhat raggedy. They said, "just step
out." They were very insistent, so I just stepped out.
They handcuffed me, told me something about
being charged with conspirancy to try to help
someone escape, and conspiracy to transport explosives. I was put in the car and taken to FBI
headquarters. My wife and daughter were weeping, crying as they watched on.
PRINT: How were you treated by the arresting
officers?
Delgado: I have to say the FBI was very courteous,
they didn't manhandle me or really try to rough me
up or anything like that. I offered them no resistance and I guess my own mannerism contributed.
They told me I was under arrest. I said, "Fine."
They handcuffed me. They opened the car door, I
walked over to the car. They didn't have to drag me
away or drag me to the car. On the way down to
headquarters they were silent and I was silent.
When we got there they tried to strike up a
conversation and I asked each of them their names.
I tried to identify who each agent was. One of them
originally tried to stare me down, give me this

-
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Jaime Delgado cont...
toughguy look, as I was being photo graphed.
It so happened that he was standing to the
right of me and they asked me to look to the right
in order to get the profile shot. He said to me, "yeah,
take a good look at this face, you 're going to
remember this face." I told him, "I don't recall
saying anything to you, do you have some kind of
ego problem?" He was startled and after that his
nature kind of changed. For the most part I would
say they were not openly or physically hostile even
though they were trying to mock me, to mock me
and mock the independence movement as a whole
and they were trying to get probing and provocative. As I said, I just laughed most of it off. I had
decided at the moment I saw them with the guns
pointed at me that I had absolutely nothing to say
to them.
PRINT: Where and how long were you held?
Delgado: We were taken to the FBI headquaters for
arraignment. After the arraignment, in which the
judge decided we should be held without bond for
the holiday weekend, we were immediately taken
to the Metropolitan Correctional Center, processed
and put in solitary confinement for Thursday night,
all day Friday, Saturday and Sunday and then
Monday morning we were taken down to the
Federal Building for a bond hearing.
So we were kept basically in isolation whithout any
recreation, without any showers. The only time we
were able to come out was when the lawyers came
to meet with us, to talk with us about preparation for
Monday and on 3 occasions my wife came. On
· Friday she was allowed in for about 40 minutes on
Saturday another 40 and on Sunday she came with
my mother.
PRINT: What was the basis of your being held over
the weekend without bond?
Delgado Well, I guess that's where we're going
into more controversy. My own opinion is intimidation. I think that they study people very carefully.
They know that myself, and the other two, Viola

D

Salgado and Dora Garcia Lopez, are people who
are_not your common criminals who have been
in and out of this type of situation and who live a
pretty free life, pretty active and I would say, pretty
dynamic and it's like taking something that's very
much alive and putting it in a cage.
Anyway, the idea for me was to try to break
us. They put us in the worst conditions that they felt
they could get away with -- and they did. Iwas on
the eleventh floor. Everyone of the guards up there
would ask me why I was there. It was the floor that
was a prison within a prison. That is, inside the
Federal prison when you misbehave the worst
thing they can do is put you on the eleventh floor
because there they take away all your privileges.
Even though I was what they call a pre-trial detainee, I was treated as ifl were guilty before being
proven innocent and put on the eleventh floor. It's
a psychological thing.
PRINT: Do you think this arrest has jeopardized
your position at Northeastern in any way?
Delgado: I don't think that it should. I think that my
work at Northeasterm is separate from my personal
activity. At the University there's a great deal of
activity on the part of most of the staff and faculty.
Northeastern, because it's a University, is characterized by people who work for it who have their
own dynamics. Some are involved in the campaign
for the release of Soviet Jews, some are involved in
issues having to do with Arabs, other people are
involved with issues that have to do with women,
or anti-nuclear issues.
Everyone at the University kind of fosters
within its staff and faculty, an effervescence. I
think that's good for the University and I think the
University encourages that. I'm not saying that
they encourage activity that leads to you getting
arrested but I would daresay that people who
participate in the regular activities of the South
Africa campaign, in which members from the
Center for Inner City Studies and members from

Next page
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Jaime Delgado cont...
Northeastern (main campus) have participated including a demonstration that was led by (late
president) Ronald Williams, ran the risk of somehow being arrested in a situation that was in fact a
demonstration.
I don't think my job performance has been effected. I've always received high evaluations from
my department when time for evaluations has
come around. I don't think any student could ever
say in any way that there's been any impact of my
outside practices on what I do at the University.
No, I don't think it jeopardizes my position.
PRINT: How did you become involved in the
Puerto Rican independence movement?
Delgado: My earliest recollection was in my high
school days. That was a period with a great deal of
political activity. The Black Panther movement,
the Martin Luther King movement, the Young
Patriots, the anti-war movement. I increasingly
became aware that I was Puerto Rican.
I went to Tilden High School. That's a
High School in the middle of a poor white community at 48th and South Union. That poor white
community was very hostile to the poor Black and
Puerto Rican community that attended that school.
We would come from outside to go to school there.
So everyone pretty much gravitated to their own
interest group. Puerto Ricans stayed with Puerto
Ricans, Blacks stayed with Blacks and whites
stayed with whites.
I individually had a great deal of friends. I
was President of the Pan American club and they
used to call me the President of my Spanish class
because I was the most outspoken. It was during
that period that I became more conscious.
A turning point for me was when I became
aware that in the United States there were five
Puerto Rican nationalists who were jailed. One of
them at that point for about 20 years, another for 15
or 18. They were Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel
Miranda, Irving Flores, Oscar Collazo and Andres
Cordero. That a was a turning point for me because

I just could not conceive in my mind that they
would be held for such a long period of time in jail
and that no one was doing anything for them. It
was at that point that I really became active in the
campaign to free them and I would say that was
probably the beginning of my political commit,.
ment to help free the Puerto Ricans that were
incarcerated.
PRINT: Were there any other incidents
that influenced you to have such strong sentiments?
Delgado: There's many- I could probably
go on for days. AS I said I grew up in Newark, N.J.
I lived in a very poor, I hate to go into the cliche
"ghetto" background, but that's the reality. I was
brought up in a certain type of environment I
quickly began to grasp that there was a difference
in this country in how people were treated.
I was very much into history. I was very
much an admirer of the American revolution. I
played George Washington in a fourth grade play.
I was very much caught up in the romanticism of
the American Revolution, with the minutemen
and those type of things. I sincerely believed that
those ideals were what this country represented
until my own development began to show the
contradiction and to show the difference.
I had always been involved in the social
struggle. I was raised in the Catholic church. I was
an altar boy and I was always involved in helping
old people. It was kind of like a social club, we
helped people and we did things that were uncharacteristic foryoungpeople. By uncharacteristic
I mean that we got involved in helping other
people. I was always involved in helping other
people. I always had the opportunity of meeting
people who would take an interest in me, and
expose me to things that were at a different level
than I was at, a little more mature type of world.
I would watch cowboys and Indians and I
would always feel sorry for the Indians. Then one
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Jmme Delgado cont...
day I realized that we were the Indians. I would
watch and I would say I would do this if I were
them, or I would do that if I were them. So it
developed and was constantly reenforced.
I was going to Northeastern and was involved in the struggle there for the rights of Latino
students. I became part of the Union for Puerto
Rican students. I worked in Proyecto Pa 'Lante as
a tutor, I volunteered a lot of my time.
Never, I would say, was there a morning
that I woke up and said, "I am now going to make
this commitment."
I guess I first tried to find all the reasons
why Puerto Rico should not be free. I was one that
used to believe that if Puerto Rico became free that
it could not exist without the United States, that
Cuba would take us over. So first I tried to find all
the reasons why Puerto Rico should not be free.
At Northeastern I completed my degree in
Political Science. I had a great opportunity to study
political systems. I remember being in classes at
Northeastern, being the only Latino in class. I
would try to speak up and people would tell me to
shut up. I remember a lot of things that took place
at the Universitythatwereveryracial. I think it was
because of that kind of situation that I consider
myself today active in every facet of the struggle
for human rights.
I support the struggle for human rights in
South Africa, I support the struggle of the Irish
people, that has had a lot of impact on me. I've been
deeply moved by the death of Bobby Sands and
other hunger strikers. Many, many things that I've
studied and looked at, and seen that there's a lot of
injustice. I have always found myself in a tug-ofwar.
I have come into contact with people who
exposed me to things and have wanted to tap my
resources for their own benefit. I simply choose
that whatever I could offer, not that I have that
much to offer, if I could offer it to anyone it would

II

be to those who have the least, rather than to those
who have the most. I have had many opportunities
to receive better-paying jobs. I have felt each time
that it wasn't the correct thing to do.
PRINT: What do you think is going to
happen now? How do you feel?
Delgado: First of all I feel proud. I don feel
ashamed at all. I feel proud. In fact, my people are
in a struggle and despite the lack of understanding
that there might be around the struggle.
Everyone that has any sense of principle
knows that he who knows has the burden to act. I
felt ifPuerto Rico had been independent for the last
89 years and it wouldn't have found itself in this
condition - the Puerto Rican family falling apart.
We live in a matriarchal society and most
Puerto Rican men don't have the strength to confront the problems that effect the family so they
abandon. We have one of the highest alcoholism
rates in the world, one of the highest rates of
suicide. When we look at our community in the
United States and in Puerto Rico and try to apply
any criteria to measure it we can see that we are in
a very poor situation.
I would say at a stage where it's fatal to us
as a nation and that if Puerto Rico had been
independent through all this, then today I would
probably be a Statehooder because I would want to
change to something that would appear to be better.
At least it would be something we haven't tried. I
would probably not be an independentista because
I would see what it was like with independence. In
fact we've been a colony of the United States since
1898. All of those elements that are used to direct
and to build a society have been outside our hands.
At this stage I have no choice but to be an
independentista if I'm sincere about wanting a
change for Puerto Rico. I feel proud that I stand up
for what I believe in. I think I'm going to go to jail.
I don't think that this is a very light situation. I think
that some people go to jail because they are hiders
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and other people go to jail because they do pose
some type of threat. I think that the National
Committee (to free Puerto Rican prisoners of war)
has been successful in our campaigns since I've
been co-ordinating it.
The five nationalists who first were responsible for my consciousness were freed. When
I first got involved in that campaign everyone told
me I was crazy. There were only five of us. The
first thing we ever did was to make a little button
that said, "Free the five nationalist prisoners."
Everyone said they would never come out. I have
lived to see the day when they came out, and they
came to Chicago. And 4000 people came out to
receive them. We have been involved in many
campaigns that have been successful in changing
and bettering the conditions for our prisoners. We
have been successful in building a conscienceness
in the Puerto Rican community around Puerto Rico
and the Independence movement.
We've been successful in the international
community, highly successful in building support.
I've been to the United Nation. I've had the
opportunity to meet with Heads of State. That was
an experience that was somewhat mind-boggling
because you get to sit with ambassadors from other
countries and explain what you 're trying to do and
why you 're doing it.
I think we've been successful with nonaligned nations. We've been successful in the
Human Rights courts to bring the case of Puerto
Rico forward and the case of the prisoners. So I
think that because of the success that we've had
you become a target.
In my own studies I've seen cases like that
of Nelson Mendela, who has spent 25 years in jail,
I've seen that this is a consequence that occurs
when you become effective. I think that they will
attempt to put me in jail. I think that I probably will
wind up in jail. I don't think that will stop the
independence movement. I think that people will
judge me based on their knowledge of me. I think

the independence movement is growing stronger.
This country finds itself in a crisis and I
may be put in jail, but there's no doubt that this
country is going toward a third world war. It's
unfortunate that American citizenry is allowing
itself to be psyched into this hysteria that ultimately
is going to lead to very serious destruction
throughout the world. For me, it's at a stage in my
development where people are going to go to jail.
There will be no social movements in this
country that will have any real effectiveness without
people being willing to go to jail. Religious people
from the sanctuary movement are going to jail.
Womenwhoarestrugglingaregoingtojail. Women
who begin to see and change things. There's a
greater number of women in jail today than there
ever has been and it's a growing trend as they begin
to assert themselves eitheras individuals or because
they fight against a husband that brutalizes them,
and maybe punish him or hurt him and go to jail for
that.
There's a trend to the right in this country
and anyone who has any consciousness has to ask
themselves whether they are going to asquiesce to
the right. I personally think that people will move
right before they will move left. I think they will try
to save their own skins and move right first and then
when the right refuses to give them any leeway then
they'll have to make certain decisions. I think this
whole country is moving in a very right wing trend
with an actor as a president and a continual collapse
of the American economy. I think that's what a lot
of this response is.
PRINT: Do you feel your arrest was
justified or do think it was just part of the United
States' antagonistic attitude toward the Puerto Rican
independence movement?
Delgado: In my opinion there is no justification for arresting any independentista for whatever he may be accused. When you start to talk
about justification you start getting into whether
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Jmme Delgado cont...
there is any validity to the charges or not.
Here in Illinois there's a law that if a person
is involved in criminal activity and someone dies in
that criminal activity, even if the person who dies
was the partner of the criminal, the other partner
gets charged for that death.
I think that the United States has committed a crime against Puerto Rico and against Puerto
Ricans. And as such I think every other crime or
every other evil that may come as a result of that
falls on the criminal that initiated the action and
that's the United States.
So I hold them responsible for the behavior
of Puerto Ricans. I hold them responsible for
anything that may happen, has happened or will
happen because anything that occurs now is the
fruit of what they planted when they came in in
1898, occupied the island, established a military
government and since then systematically and
continuously created an environment in which
Puerto Ricans could not exist.
Half our population is outside of the island.
People say that there 's nothing wrong with Puerto
Rico, there's nothing wrong over there. I say if
there's nothing wrong then why is everyone over
here? If everything was good over there we would
go back as people tell us to do.
So I think there is no justification because
the crime, the greatest crime has been committed
by the United States. There's no justification for
anything that would be done agains t an
independentista. That would be like asking me if
a man beat up his wife and his wife defended
herself should she be sent to jail. I would say, "No."
The struggle against oppression, unfortunately, is something that this country has confused.
Soyouhave"contras"whoare"Freedom Fighters"
and Sandinistas who are "terrorists". You have the
United States getting mad at Russia's participation
in Afghanistan even though Afghanistan is on the
very border of Russia. But yet i t' s perfectly all right
for them (the U.S.) to arm the contras because they
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believe that the Sandinista government is not a
good government, yet they say it's incorrect for the
Sandinistas to assist the struggle in El Salvador,
because the Salvadoreans believe the government
is not good. So when you go into that entanglement
it becomes very complicated.
I think Puerto Rico is not so complex. But
because of lack of understanding it scares so many
people, they think that Puerto Rico is in the Middle
East. It's a lack of knowledge that leads to this
problem.
As an independentista I knew that one day
or another I would be facing this question. I know
people who have done three years in jail for committing no crime at all, for just refusing to give
information to a grand jury.
I always knew that the more effective we
become the more dangerous it is. In Argentina
50,000 people disappeared at the whim of a few
generals and a ruling oligarchy. These are risks that
everyone takes, and I feel it's a risk I've taken by
being an independentista. I think it's a risk that I've
taken by being a counselor. I've taken many risks
for my students.
If I'd concerned myself with my own
safety and my own well-being I probably would
never have worked in Proyecto Pa'Lante. I would
have worked somewhere where there was no risk
to me. I've risked everything for my beliefs and I
haven't limited that risk and those beliefs to the
independence movement.
I'd just as soon help anyone that needed my
help. I wouldn ' t make a distinction as to whether
they were Puerto Rican, or American, or Black or
whatever. I've never made those distinctions.
Many of my students are staunch anti-independentistas and yet they come and see me and they
treat me with a great deal of respect and love.
That's what I judge them on - how they carry
themselves as people.
I don ' t think there's any justification for
oppression would be my answer to that.
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Nogueras Interview cont...
process but my registration was denied. I had to
get my lawyers to threaten the administration with
legal suit before they reinstated me. It was plainly
obvious they did not intend to grant my appeal.
What's interesting though, is that something like
17 other cases of students appealing the cancellation of their registration had no problems with
their appeals.
QOS: Are you Puerto Rican?
Nogueras: Yes.
QOS: Do you think that this has anything to do
with the way the adminstration has conducted
themselves with you and other Puerto Rican students this year?
Nogueras; I don't think the administration, you
know, looked at me and said "He's Puerto Rican,
we've gotto get him!" I think thereason they have
done what they have done is because I brought out
an issue which is that the administration is not
being fair to minority students as a whole. Not just
Puerto Ricans but Blacks and other minority
students on this campus.
QOS: Is this the reason you identify with this
struggle?
Nogueras: Yes, because the Puerto Rican population at Northeastern happens to be the poorest
population.
at Northeastern and the Puerto Ricans here have to
struggle with many things that many other groups
don't even have to deal with. And of course our
struggles are very similar to those of the Black
community and the broader Latino community
also.
QOS: What would you say to the new and returning
students, given your experience last year and
particularly what happened during the summer?
Nogueras: Well, to the new students: You've
made it to the university. You are one of a very
few. See what's happening to our students in our
community, like Clemente, the dropout rate, the
fact that you 're here: You 're a role model to the

rest of our community.
Were the very few that can make a change. I
know all of you that have seen what's happening in
our community and are tired of brothers killing
brothers, tired of seeing the destruction of our
community. But we, the Puertorriquenos in the
university can rebuild our community. Were the
ones that got to do it. Because of this, we can't let
them close the doors on us here at the university;
and they are closing the doors on us.
They're making it harder for us. I think that
we're here to learn and there should be standards
but they have to be realistic standards. They're
closing the doors. They want you to be super smart
or in better words super academic in order to come
here. I think that's bullshit! That's not what its all
about. We're here to learn. Our community is
capable. The ACT does not, cannot reflect the
intelligence or capacity of our community. There
are things in the ACT that the public schools in our
community are not teaching.
In time, our community may be able to
show an average of 21 on the ACT but it never will
if the doors to higher education are closed to us.
This is a Fact! Our community will never see
progress if the doors do not remain open to us. That
means we have to fight to keep them open and we
have to fight for them to let more of us in. I'm not
sayinggooutthereandchainyourselftoadoor.I'm
saying get involved. One way or another, in your
own way get involved. Show that you care about
your community, that's the bottom line. Everyone
is involved in this struggle and you' 11 find out that
there are Blacks involved in the same struggles,
whites who are involved. This is about justice.But
we have to start our struggles ourselves. We have
to get our degrees and with those degrees and the
knowledge we gain from the university, we have to
make sure to keep the doors open in this institution.
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